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The. Fﬁture of Humanity

By tech_jes= on October 3, 2007 11:40 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) | TrackBacks (0}

This cartoon was part of a double truck that we did in the March 2007 issue of the Inkblot.
We tackled the issue of technology and the effect it has on our lives. QOur main offering
was a first-person account of a student who gave up all technology for a week except that
which existed prior to 1960. That meant no microwaves, no cable TV (just the three major
networks), etc.

We asked one of our cartoonists |, national award-winner Jon Laing, to come up with a
sketch of a human in the distant future, plagued with the effects of all this new technology.
This was the result. Kind of scary, eh?

— The staff of The Inkblot
Communications High School, Wall Township
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Localizing a national disaster

By tech_jess on September 253, 2007 9:54 PM | Permalink | Comments (0] | TrackBacks (0]

The bridge collapse in Minneapolis on Aug. 1:

Mew Jersey's state and regional newspapers jumped immediately on this story to localize
it. Many of them examined the inspection records for bridges in their states and regions.
It's those stories, in newspapers near you in Mew Jersey, that hold the key to localizing
this story for your high school paper.

Continuwe reading Localizing a national disaster.
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How do | know when I'm not being biased?

By tech_jess on October 8, 2007 11:49 PM | Permalink | Comments (0] | TrackBacks (0]

Q. | have been working on story where | felt that | wasn't giving the opposing side of my

story a fair chance. How do | know when I'm not being biased?
- Tiya Fennell, University Academy Charter High School; Jersey City, MNJ

A. Great question, Tiya. One of journalism'’s main practices is objectivity, an idea that
can often be confusing because it isn't well defined.

Some people, for example, see objectivity as giving “both” sides of a story a chance to
speak on an issue. But, of course, issues have as many sides as there are people
involved. A journalist needs to distill an issue down into an understandable article, but
simplifying an issue to two or three viewpoints will automatically add in bias!

Brent Cunningham points out the problem quite well in Columbia Journalism Review piece
called “Rethinking Objectivity™

Aslk ten journalists what objectivity means and you'll get ten different answers.
Some, like the Washington Post's editor, Leonard Downie, define it so strictly
that they refuse to vote lest they be forced to take sides. My favorite definition
was from Michael Bugeja, who teaches journalism at lowa State: "Objectivity is
seeing the world as it is, not how you wish it were.”

Cunningham notes that the Society of Professional Journalists found the issue sticky
enough that they actually dropped “objectivity” from its storied code of ethics in 1996.
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Avoiding libel

By tech_jess on October 4, 2007 2:12 AM | Permalink | Comments (0) | TrackBacks (0]

This page from the GSSPA Resources Database includes links to: a handy checklist to
avoid libel, advice on handling a libel complaint, a FAQ on libel, definitions and other
references, all in one place! Check out the Libel links page and add a libel resource
you've found.
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